BETWEEN A PEOPLE AND MANKIND
had lost one or two years in learning German and I had lost these years while I was engaged in manual labour. So we were big rascals, the Germans small _ones. We used to play boyish games and tease each other; but sometimes it came to open fights, which we always won, because we were older. Therefore as a youngster I had practical experience of the national opposition. I had read about it in history books for children and afterwards in newspapers and historical works I came to understand the meaning of the national conflict. I soon began to study statistics and history in detail so as to get a more exact knowledge. And this I saw led into politics. It was through his search after knowledge that Plato also was led into politics.
"Then in Vienna naturally the official life was German; but I always intermingled with my own compatriots. For a short while I was secretary of the Czech students' club. We had lectures and sang songs, harmless things. But it was my introduction to folk-song. It is difficult to believe how a simple folk-song keeps the national spirit alive and brings it to one's consciousness. Hence I used to theorise how far I belonged to two nations. Elizabeth Browning said that it is impossible. I can
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